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1 .  W E L C O M E  T O  P O Z N A Ń

1.1 WELCOME MESSAGE

To all athletes I offer my highest respect. The path that has brought you to the start of the World 
Championships represents years of systematic work, sacrifice, and determination. You are the 
best proof that canoeing is a sport that demands not only strength and technique, but above all, 

I extend particular words of appreciation to the participants of the Paracanoe competitions. Your 
presence elevates the significance of these Championships and reminds us all that sport knows 
no barriers – only challenges that can be overcome through will and determination.

In organising this event, we have made every effort to provide you with 
conditions of the highest international standard – both in sporting 
and organisational terms. This Competition Guide is intended to serve 
as a practical resource, helping to ensure the smooth running of the 
competition for all delegations.

I wish all delegations successful starts, fair competition, 
and unforgettable sporting experiences. May Poznań remain 
in your memory as a place of great emotions and beautiful 
memories.

With respect and best regards,

Grzegorz Kotowicz
President of the Polish Canoe Federation

Dear Representatives of National Federations, Dear Athletes,

On behalf of the Polish Canoe Federation, it is my great honour to welcome you to Poznań for the 
2026 Canoe Sprint and Paracanoe World Championships. This is an event of exceptional prestige, 
once again placing Poland – and in particular the Malta regatta course – at the very centre of world 
canoeing.

I would like to extend special recognition to all national federations for their perseverance and 
professionalism in leading long-term training programmes. It is thanks to your daily work and 
dedication that today’s athletes have reached the level that allowed them to stand at the start line 
of the World Championships.
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1 .  W E L C O M E  T O  P O Z N A Ń

1.2 ABOUT THE 
COMPETITION GUIDE
1.2 ABOUT THE 
COMPETITION GUIDE

This Competition Guide contains the operational information required by 
National Federations and Team Leaders during the Championships. It should be 
read together with the official competition schedule, training schedule, venue 
maps and official communications published on the Paddle Worldwide event 
website.
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2 .  K e y  I n f o r m a t i o n  a t  a  G l a n c e

2.1 VENUE MAP

1.	 Parking for Teams
2.	 Kiss & Drive
3.	 Bus Stop
4.	 Catering Tent
5.	 Grandstands
6.	 Accreditation
7.	 Entrance
8.	 Classification tent, Fizjo by 	
	 Krystian Poziemba
9.	 Ice Bath, additional NF Tents
10.	 Boat storage
11.	 Anti-Doping
12.	 Self-boat Control

13.	 ID Control
14.	 Team Lounge
15.	 NF Tents 1
16.	 NF Tents 2, service
17.	 Parking (Paracanoe priority)
18.	 Post-Race Boat Control
19.	 TV
20.	 Finish Line, Competition 		
	 Committee
21.	 Mixed Zone
22.	 Podium
23.	 VIP
24.	 Main Grandstands

VENUE LEGEND
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2 .  K e y  I n f o r m a t i o n  a t  a  G l a n c e

2.2 KEY DATES

2.3 OFFICIAL INFORMATION 
Paddle WorldWide event website:                         
 

Host Organizing Committee website:     	      https://www.paddlepoznan.com/ 

Official Team Leaders’ WhatsApp group:                https://chat.whatsapp.com/GMjIefHztZN2KYRi03TiDp 

Official results:                                                                             https://wc26.domtel-sport.pl/ 

HOC email:					         paddlepoznan@gmail.com 

Emergency telephone noumber: 		       112

https://paddleworldwide.com/competitions/2026-icf-
canoe-sprint-and-paracanoe-world-championships-2390
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3 .  H o s t  O r g a n i s i n g  C o m m i t t e e

3. HOST ORGANISING 
COMMITTEE

Ireneusz Pracharczyk – General Director of the Organizing Committee

Agata Dziamska – Director of the Organizing Committee

Jolanta Rzepka – Director oh the Organizing Committee, Competition Manager

Sebastian Danikiewicz – Side Events Manager

Pawel Rodzoch – Finances 
Agnieszka Wieszczek-Kordus – Military Liaison Coordinator

Romuald Schmidt – Paracanoe Manager

Jakub Piszcz, Daniel Moliński – Accommodation Departament

Dorota Molińska – Human Resources and Payroll

Bartosz Zimiński – Transportation Manager 

Agnieszka Mroczek – Medical Service 

Filip Orłowski  – Rescue Service Coordinator 

Paweł Hochstim, Paweł Skraba – Press

Paweł Tworek – Press Centre Manager

Cezary Żmuda – Social Media Manager

Lesław Kudła, Dariusz Sobczak – Athletes Area Manager

Anna Pracharczyk – Accreditation Office Coordinator

Krzysztof Kirczuk, Waldemar Piątkowski – Event Security 

Maciej Młodzik – Sport Presentation Manager

Rafał Radziszewski, Jan Pieścik - Volunteers Manager

Zuzanna  Matysiak - VIP zone Coordinator

Ireneusz Marcinkowski – Ticket Sales Coordinator
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3.1 INTERNATIONAL TECHNICAL OFFICIAL
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4 .  A r r i v a l  a n d  A c c r e d i t a t i o n

4.1 ACCREDITATION 
CENTRE

The Accreditation Centre is located at:

Malta Regatta Course
Krańcowa 98 street
61-036 Poznań, Poland 

WEB:
https://maps.app.goo.gl/NRRkVrNEaRB5pZUw8 
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4 .  A r r i v a l  a n d  A c c r e d i t a t i o n

4.1 ACCREDITATION 
CENTRE
Team Leaders are requested to report to the Accreditation Centre immediately upon arrival.
Teams arriving after 20:00 should proceed directly to their designated hotel. Accreditation 
should be collected by the Team Leader on the following morning.
To ensure an efficient accreditation process, only the Team Leader should attend the 
Accreditation Centre unless otherwise requested by the Organising Committee.
All athletes, team officials, PWW officials, media representatives and guests must hold 
a valid accreditation card. Access to the competition venue is permitted only upon 
presentation of a valid accreditation.

The Team Leader is responsible for collecting the accreditation cards for the entire 
delegation.

Team Leaders are kindly requested to verify the accreditation details before leaving the 
Accreditation Centre.
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4 .  A r r i v a l  a n d  A c c r e d i t a t i o n

4.2 EQUIPMENT 
DELIVERY
Equipment deliveries are permitted only during the following designated time slots:

Federations delivering equipment must first report to the Security Checkpoint for 
verification.

https://maps.app.goo.gl/xDgYVJ6CqVSbGEGP9

Once cleared, vehicles will be allowed to enter the venue for unloading.

All vehicles must follow the designated route shown on the map. Access via any other 
route is not permitted.
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4.2 EQUIPMENT 
DELIVERY

4 .  A r r i v a l  a n d  A c c r e d i t a t i o n
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4 .  A r r i v a l  a n d  A c c r e d i t a t i o n

4.3 LOST AND 
FOUND

All lost items should reported directly to the Accreditation Centre. This is 
also the location where all found items should be delivered. Items will be 
kept at the venue until the end of the competition.
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5 .  A c c o m m o d a t i o n  a n d  C a t e r i n g

5.1 OFFICIAL 
ACCOMMODATION
ACCOMMODATION – CHECK-IN & CHECK-OUT TIMES

Please note: Check-in and check-out times vary depending on the hotel. Teams are kindly 
requested to observe the times indicated above when planning their arrival and departure.

https://maps.app.goo.gl/HdpfmnGC9WMMA9yD9 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/61uMUnXMUgu6DZuu6 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/QRuquNqz7d3eyzxB8 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/3uAqVzwehS7GAM8s8 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/HdpfmnGC9WMMA9yD9 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/n82es1K7YPYeSTQ88 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/HdpfmnGC9WMMA9yD9 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/QRuquNqz7d3eyzxB8 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/Vn6QrRgPK9E8mUgs9 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/wXQ6dXgk1HfQ8krF8 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/ndsSfjJEqARMCo5x9

https://maps.app.goo.gl/RSvDUPsqZCFmLpMc6 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/SbaBNdCWsJNz1x8z6 

Walking distance

Walking distance
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5 .  A c c o m m o d a t i o n  a n d  C a t e r i n g

5.2 MEALS
LUNCH

Lunch will be served to all participants at the regatta venue. The catering tent will be 
located next to the Accreditation Office.

Please note that lunch on the day of arrival will only be provided during the designated 
lunch hours. No refund will be provided for missed or unused meals.

BREAKFAST AND DINNER
Breakfast and dinner will be served at the official hotels.
Meals included in the Accommodation Package start with dinner on the day of arrival and 
end with lunch on the day of departure.

MEAL SERVICE HOURS

Please note: For teams arriving before 22 August, all meals will be served at the 
official hotel until the venue catering service begins.
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5 .  A c c o m m o d a t i o n  a n d  C a t e r i n g

5.3 TEAM HOSPITALITY

paddlepoznan@gmail.com
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6 .  T r a n s p o r t  D u r i n g  t h e  C h a m p i o n s h i p s

6.1 Shuttle service

Teams are requested to be at the designated bus stop at least 5 minutes before the 
scheduled departure time.

https://www.paddlepoznan.com/shuttle-
bus-timetable/

16

https://www.paddlepoznan.com/shuttle-%20bus-timetable/
https://www.paddlepoznan.com/shuttle-%20bus-timetable/


6.2 Vehicle Access & 
Team Parking

6 .  T r a n s p o r t  D u r i n g  t h e  C h a m p i o n s h i p s

Vehicle access to the regatta venue will be restricted and controlled by Security. 
Teams are required to follow the designated access and traffic routes shown on the 
official venue maps.
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6.2 Vehicle Access & 
Team Parking

6 .  T r a n s p o r t  D u r i n g  t h e  C h a m p i o n s h i p s

PARKING PASS
Access to restricted areas of the venue will only be permitted to authorised vehicles 
displaying a valid Parking Pass. Teams will receive parking pass for: one trailer with car and 
one accredited vehicle (up to 3,5t).

Additional parking pass 
€30 / car / competition.

A Parking Pass does not automatically grant access to all areas of the venue. Drivers must 
follow the instructions of Security and event staff at all times.

TEAM PARKING
Dedicated parking areas will be available for authorised team vehicles. 

The only exception is the teams’ official arrival 
day, when, after dropping off the team at the 

Vehicles must be parked only in the designated parking areas indicated on the venue map. 
Parking outside designated areas, on internal access roads or in emergency access zones 

KISS & DRIVE
A designated Kiss & Drive area will be available for teams arriving at the venue.

The area is intended for short-term drop-off and pick-up only. Vehicles may stop for the 
time necessary for passengers and their personal belongings to leave or enter the vehicle 
but must not remain parked in the Kiss & Drive area.

At the arrival day, after drop-off, team members should proceed on foot to the 
Accreditation Office, following the designated pedestrian route shown on the venue map.
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6 .  T r a n s p o r t  D u r i n g  t h e  C h a m p i o n s h i p s

Vehicle Access Restrictions
All vehicles entering the venue are subject to Security control.

Vehicles must:

Access may be temporarily restricted for operational, competition or safety 
reasons.

Technical and Equipment Vehicles
Vehicles delivering boats, equipment or other team technical material must first report to 
the Security Vehicle Check Point for verification.

Once cleared, authorised vehicles may enter the venue for loading or unloading and must 
follow the designated vehicle route shown on the venue map.
Access for technical and equipment vehicles is permitted only during the designated 
access periods. After loading or unloading has been completed, vehicles must leave the 
restricted area and proceed to the designated parking area, unless otherwise instructed by 
the Organiser.

Vehicles are not permitted to use alternative routes within the venue.
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6 .  T r a n s p o r t  D u r i n g  t h e  C h a m p i o n s h i p s

6.3 PUBLIC 
TRANSPORT

00 00
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7 .  C o m p e t i t i o n  V e n u e

7.1 ACCESS ZONES

The regatta venue at Lake Malta is divided into dedicated operational areas to ensure 
efficient movement of athletes, team officials, technical staff, media and other accredited 
groups.
The main venue areas include:

1. Officials’ Area
Dedicated facilities and operational areas for International Technical Officials and technical 
personnel
.

2. Competition Area
The regatta course and all competition-related facilities, including the start and finish 
areas, warm-up and service channels, boat control and other technical zones.

3. Team Quarters & Athletes’ Areas
Dedicated areas for athletes and teams, including team tents, boat storage, Anti-Doping, 
changing facilities, team services and other athlete support facilities.

4. TV Areas
Designated areas for the host broadcaster and accredited television production teams.
Additional facilities, including Team Accreditation, Catering, Shuttle Bus Stop, Team 
Parking and Trailer Parking, are located within or adjacent to the main venue areas.
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7 .  C o m p e t i t i o n  V e n u e

5. Media Areas
Facilities for accredited media, including the Press Centre, media working areas and 
designated media zones.

6. Back of House
Restricted operational areas for event organisation and logistics.

7. VIP Area
A dedicated area for accredited VIP guests, with controlled access. The VIP Area 
includes designated hospitality and viewing facilities and is separated from the athletes’ 
and operational areas of the venue. Access to the VIP Area is permitted only with the 
appropriate accreditation.
Additional facilities, including Team Accreditation, Catering, Shuttle Bus Stop, Team Parking 
and Trailer Parking, are located within or adjacent to the main venue areas.
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7 .  C o m p e t i t i o n  V e n u e

7.2 VENUE OPENING 
HOURS, TEST STARTS

Venue Opens refers to the time when the venue gates open and venue facilities become 
accessible to teams and accredited participants. 

During the training hours indicated above, water rescue services are available on the 
regatta course.

Important: Training outside the designated hours of water rescue coverage is undertaken 
entirely at the teams’ own responsibility.

Venue Closes refers to the time when venue facilities close and all teams and participants 
are required to leave the venue.
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7 .  C o m p e t i t i o n  V e n u e

7.3 TEAM AREAS
Dedicated facilities and services will be available within the Athletes’ Area to support teams 
during training and competition days.
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7 .  C o m p e t i t i o n  V e n u e

Warm-up Area and Water 
Access
Athletes may access the water for warm-up via pontoons located near the boat racks. The 
designated warm-up area is located beyond the 1000 m start line of the regatta course.
Important: On competition days, training parallel to the regatta course is strictly prohibited. 
Athletes must use only the designated warm-up area and follow the instructions of the 
water safety personnel.

Physiotherapy Area – Recovery 
Zone by Fizjo Krystian Poziemba
A dedicated FREE physiotherapy area will be available for teams in the classification tent. 
From 26 to 30 August, athletes will have access to a dedicated Recovery Zone offering:

• physiotherapy consultations,
• massage,
• compression therapy (compression boots),
• an acupressure mat.

The project is organised in cooperation with the WZKaj and Kazimiera Milanowska College 
of Education and Therapy in Poznań – WSEiT

The aim is to create a professional environment in which every method is selected 
individually, based on current scientific knowledge, the athlete’s condition and their 
upcoming race schedule.
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8 .  C o m p e t i t i o n  I n f o r m a t i o n

https://wc26.domtel-sport.pl/

IMPORTANT
do not enter the starting area if they are not called and they are not part of 
the following race.
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8 .  C o m p e t i t i o n  I n f o r m a t i o n

2026 Canoe Sprint & Paracanoe WCH - Late entry 
/ Withdrawal / Crew change form – Fill out form

DEADLINE TO SUBMIT REQUESTS: 
25 August (Tuesday) 10.00 am CET. 
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8 .  C o m p e t i t i o n  I n f o r m a t i o n

8.4 PROTEST

PROTEST FEE
A protest fee of €75 is required at the time of submission. 
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8 .  C o m p e t i t i o n  I n f o r m a t i o n

8.5 TEAM LEADERS’ MEETING

https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/360367
503541214?p=GQE58RnKCM9KW9HL2D

https://chat.whatsapp.com/GMjIefHztZN2
KYRi03TiDp?s=cl&p=a&ilr=4 
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8 .  C o m p e t i t i o n  I n f o r m a t i o n

8.7 LONG DISTANCE
The 5000 m events will include portages. The races will start at the southern end of the 
regatta course.

The race will consist of 6 laps, with the same turning points used on each lap. Each turning 
point will consist of a single buoy, around which all athletes must turn. Athletes will 
complete a total of 5 portages. There will be no portage on the final lap.
 
All athletes are required to complete all designated portages.
Disembarkation, portage and embarkation will take place using a low pontoon. Athletes may 
use either side of the pontoon.

All competitors must:

1.	 disembark within the area marked by red-and-yellow diagonally divided flags;
2.	 carry their boat along the designated portage route;
3.	 re-embark within the area marked by red-and-yellow diagonally divided flags.

The 5000 m events will be conducted in accordance with the applicable PWW Canoe Sprint

Competition Rules. Only boats complying with the 
specifications set out in the Canoe Sprint Competition Rules 
may be used.
Distance: 5000 m
Number of laps: 6
Number of portages: 5
Final lap: No portage
Boat handles: Permitted
Pumps: Not permitted
Boats: Sprint boats only
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8 .  C o m p e t i t i o n  I n f o r m a t i o n

Start Number Stickers

All athletes competing in the Long Distance events are required to display the start number 
stickers provided by the Organizer on their boats.

The number assigned to each athlete will correspond to the athlete’s start number 
indicated on the official start list for the respective distance.
Start number stickers will be available for collection on the day of the race at the ID Control 
point.

The stickers must be applied on both sides of the boat, in front of the country code.
Athletes are responsible for ensuring that the correct start number is properly displayed on 
their boat before reporting for their race.

    Important:
 
     Start number stickers are mandatory for all athletes participating in the LongDistance     	
     events.

31



8 .  C o m p e t i t i o n  I n f o r m a t i o n

https://cdn.paddleworldwide.com/media/advertising_on_equipment_csp.pdf
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8 .  C o m p e t i t i o n  I n f o r m a t i o n
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8 .  C o m p e t i t i o n  I n f o r m a t i o n

34



9 .  M e d i c a l ,  S a f e t y  a n d  A n t i - D o p i n g
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9 .  M e d i c a l ,  S a f e t y  a n d  A n t i - D o p i n g

https://paddleworldwide.com/anti-doping-education
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1 0 .  C e r e m o n i e s  a n d  P r o t o c o l
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1 0 .  C e r e m o n i e s  a n d  P r o t o c o l

Men
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1 0 .  C e r e m o n i e s  a n d  P r o t o c o l
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1 0 .  C e r e m o n i e s  a n d  P r o t o c o l

10.3 CLOSING CEREMONY
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1 1 .  S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  &  W a s t e  M a n a g e m e n t

10.3 SUSTAINABILITY & 
WASTE MANAGEMENT
Reusable Water Bottles & Drinking Water

Each team member will receive a reusable water bottle provided by the Organiser. Drinking 
water dispensers will be available at the venue for refilling bottles.
Teams are encouraged to use the provided bottles throughout the Championships and to 
avoid unnecessary use of single-use plastic bottles.
Water distribution Map

Team Transport

Teams are encouraged to use the official shuttle bus service between the official hotels 
and the regatta venue whenever possible.

Equipment & Technical Waste

Teams are responsible for keeping their allocated Team Areas, boat storage areas and 
technical spaces clean.
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