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Draw and playing schedules

Welcome to the seeding/draw, playing schedule and progression systems for the 2026 Canoe Polo World 

Championships.

Headlines

• 15th September - Day 1 – First games start at 09:00. Last game starts at 16:20

• 16th September - Day 2 – First games start at 08:00. Last game starts at 18:30

• 17th September - Day 3 – First games start at 08:00. Last game starts at 18:30 

• 18th September - Day 4 – First games start at 07:30. Last game starts at 19:05

• 19th September - Day 5 – First games start at 08:00. Last game starts at 17:40

 

•

• 20th September – Day 6 – First games start at 08:35. Last game starts at 15:40

6 days – 2 World Championships overlapping.
U21 Men and U21 Women – Days 1-5 (Tuesday to Saturday)

Men and Women – Days 2-6 (Wednesday to Sunday)
Total of 359 games

76 teams

Final U21 Women starts 17:00

Final U21 Men starts 17:40

Final Women starts 15:00

Final Men starts 15:40

Seeding

In accordance with Paddle Worldwide (ICF) Canoe Polo rules the seeding of teams is in accordance with 
the World Ranking. 
National Federations that achieved a qualifying place at the 2024 Canoe Polo World Championships and 
who ratified their places at their respective continental championships were ranked first. This formed the 
majority of each group. 
After this, those who qualified from their 2025 Canoe Polo Continental Championships and wildcards were 
added using the World Ranking as reference.

Note: Iran U21 Men are still in the process of trying to obtain visas. If this is unsuccessful and a 
replacement team is found they will simply substitute Iran U21 in their group.



Categories

Men

• Six (6) groups of four (4) countries. 

• In summary the progression for Men will be as per previous world championships. The top two (2) 

qualify from the initial groups into two groups of six (6) for the second round. These nations will 

compete for the top twelve (12) places. The top two from these second-round groups go into the semi-

finals.

• Rankings three (3) and four (4) from the first-round groups likewise go into two groups of six (6) and will 

compete for rankings thirteen (13) to twenty-four (24). 

Women, U21 Men & U21 Women

These three categories will have a different progression system to previous world’s which is explained 

later. First the basic structure is outlined below.

Women

• Three groups of six (6) countries.

• The top two (2) qualify from these groups go into a second-round group of six (6) countries and will 

compete for the top six places. Refer to progression change after.

• The top four nations (4) from this second-round group will go to the semi-finals.

• Rankings three (3) and four (4) likewise go into a second-round group of six and will compete for 

rankings seven (7) to twelve (12).

• Rankings five (5) and six (6) again likewise go into a second-round group of six and will compete for 

rankings thirteen (13) to eighteen (18).

U21 Men  

• Four groups of five (5) countries.

• The top three (3) qualify from these groups go into two second-round groups of six (6) countries. Refer 

to progression change after.

• The top two (2) from each of these groups of six will progress to the semi-finals.

• For other rankings, third place will play third in the other group for 5th/6th place and fourth for 7th/8th 

etc.

U21 Women

• Two groups of seven (7) countries.

• The top four (4) qualify from these groups and go into two second-round group of four (4) countries. 

Refer to progression change after.

• The top two (2) from each of these groups of six will progress to the semi-finals.



Change of progression for the categories of Women, U21 Men and U21 Women

Feedback has been to increase the importance of performance from the first round onwards.

The duration of the championships imposes obvious restrictions on the numbers of games and as a result 
for this world’s the following change is applicable only to the categories of Women, U21 Men and U21 
Women.

In summary the progression change is:

• Results from the first round carry forward into the second round. 
• In the second-round nations that have already played each other in the first round do not play each 

other again. 
• They do carry into the second-round group their points and goal difference from the previous round.

e.g. 

• Norway play Mexico in the first round and the result is 0-3. 
• Both teams qualify to the next round after all their games.
• In their next group Norway start with zero (0) points and a goal difference of minus 3.
• Mexico starts the next group with 3 points and a goal difference of +3. 
• They do not play each other again in this new group. Hence the importance of all results as they may 

impact that nations progression. 
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